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Ka Ora, Ka Ako I Healthy school lunches programme 

In 2019, the Government announced a two-year initiative to explore delivering a free and 
healthy daily school lunch to Year 1-8 (primary and intermediate aged) students in schools 
with high levels of disadvantage. 

Around 10,000 learners in 42 schools across Bay of Plenty/Waiariki and Hawke's 
Bay/Tairawhiti were the first to get a free school lunch in Term 1 2020. Over 3,000 students in 
18 schools and kura across Otago and Southland joined Ka Ora, Ka Ako in Terms 2 and 3. 
Another 51 schools in Bay of Plenty/Waiariki and Hawke's Bay/Tairawhiti began delivering 
lunches in Term 4 2020. 

In response to the COVID 19 pandemic, Ka Ora, Ka Ako is being expanded to reach around 
200,000 students by the end of 2021, including secondary students. This first roll out of the 
expansion has seen around 70 schools and kura in Bay of Plenty/Waiariki and Hawke's 
Bay/Tairawhiti join others delivering lunches in Term 4. These schools took advantage of 
established processes to quickly start the lunches programme. Across the rest of the country, 
around 640 schools and kura have been invited to take part in Ka Ora, Ka Ako. Depending on 
how these schools provide lunches, some will start serving lunches from Term 1 2021. 

Announced as part of Budget 2020, expanding Ka Ora, Ka Ako aims to cushion the blow of 
COVID 19 impacts on students living in households which may now be experiencing 
heightened financial stress, job and income losses that can interfere with learning and 
wellbeing. Expanding the programme is also expected to support job creation and economic 
recovery from the pandemic. Based on information from the programme, it is estimated that 
around 2,000 jobs in local communities will be created from the expansion. 

You can find further information on Ka Ora, Ka Ako, on the Ministry's website here: 

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/overall-strategies-and policies/wellbeing-in
education/free-and healthy school-lunches/ 

Urgent Response Fund 

The Urgent Response Fund (URF) provides $50 million in 2020/21 to support children and 
young people's attendance, re engagement with learning and wellbeing after the COVID-19 
lockdowns. The majority of URF funding approved to date has been for projects related to 
attendance. 

URF applications will continue to be made until the Fund's end date on 30 June 2021. 

You can find further information about the URF on the Ministry's website here: 

https:/ /www. education. govt. nz/covid-19/urgent-response-fund/ 

Pacific Education Support Fund 

Many community groups and Pacific providers have been working to support Pacific learners 

and families to engage in education during the COVID 19 response and recovery, and to 

make sure Pacific learners and families have access to the services and support. 
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