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NCEA: information for parents 
What is NCEA?

NCEA is the main qualification for secondary school students in New Zealand.

NCEA stands for the National Certificate of Educational Achievement and it comes in three levels: 1, 2 and 3 which students work through from years 11 to 13.

Why should my child work towards NCEA?

NCEA is for all students – some may be heading for university, others may be planning to do an apprenticeship, still others may want to learn mostly practical skills and get a job straight away after leaving school.  
It is important to choose the right NCEA subjects for your child’s future career plans. 
How does my child get NCEA?

In the old days students sat a single three-hour exam at the end of the year to find out what they’d learned in a subject.

With NCEA, there are still important national exams (called external assessment) at the end of the year but your child will also be tested, or assessed, throughout the year – that’s called internal assessment because it happens “in” school.

With NCEA, subjects are divided up into ‘standards’ (achievement standards and unit standards). These are all the things students need to know and be able to do.  

Each standard is worth credits – and credits count towards the final qualification. A subject such as level 1 English may be made up of between four and ten standards, worth a total of 20 or more credits. 

Instead of doing one three-hour exam on the whole subject of English, a course could include a standard in formal writing (such as a job application) and another standard in creating and delivering a speech. Some of these standards will be tested in an exam at the end of the year and some will be assessed during the year. 

Students can build up credits during the year – or even over more than one year – and once they have got credits, they last forever. Students can keep track of how many credits they are collecting as they go along.

What is needed for NCEA?
For each NCEA qualification level, students need to achieve 80 credits. These also need to include some standards in reading, writing and maths (literacy and numeracy). 

Level 60 c
	Level 1:
	80 credits at level 1 or above,
including 10 credits in literacy and 10 credits in numeracy.

	Level 2:
	80 credits – a minimum of 60 credits at level 2 or above 

and 20 credits from any level

The Level 1 literacy and numeracy requirements must also be met. 

	Level 3:
	80 credits – a minimum of 60 credits at level 3 or above 

and 20 credits at level 2 or above.


Understanding your child’s results

When your child gets their results, you’ll know how many credits they’ve got – but your child’s results tell you a lot more than just “NCEA level 1, passed.” 
Your child’s results show the result for each standard – with a letter next to each one – N, A, M, E. They stand for Not Achieved, Achieved, Merit, and Excellence. They tell you how well you did in the standard.

Aim high
Remember 80 credits is the minimum. Encourage your child to aim for more than 80 credits.
If they get at least 50 of these credits with Merit or Excellence – they’ll get Merit or Excellence included on their certificate – it’s called Certificate Endorsement.
That will help when they’re showing results to people after they’ve left school – with getting a job or getting into the tertiary course of their choice.
How should they choose their courses?

It is important to start planning and thinking in years 9 and 10 about the right courses to take for NCEA.
If your child has a particular career in mind, it is important that they find out from careers advisors, Deans or teachers what courses they will need to take.
What is needed to gain University Entrance?

To gain University Entrance students need to achieve NCEA Level 3 and three subjects of 14 credits each from the list of approved subjects. They will also need to meet the literacy and numeracy requirements. 

University Entrance is the minimum requirement for entrance into university in New Zealand. Most universities and other tertiary institutions have additional requirements, particularly for entry into specific courses.

What other qualifications can my child aim for at school?

Your child’s school may offer other nationally recognised certificates as well as NCEA. These could include: Business Administration, Computing, Hospitality (Food and Beverage Service), Mechanical Engineering Technology, Tourism and Travel and NZCEL (New Zealand Certificate in English Language Learning). Ask your school what nationally recognised certificates they offer in areas that interest your child. 

Credits from some work may count towards more than one qualification and all credits count towards NCEA. Some qualifications can be completed at school and others your child may start at school and then finish in the workplace or at a tertiary institution.

Tips for parents
· Ask your son/daughter how NCEA works – most students understand it well.

· Provide support (e.g. time, space, homework support) to help your son/daughter study – remember they will be assessed throughout the year, not just in final examinations.

· When helping your son/daughter choose courses, encourage them to take a broad range at Level 1, but to start thinking about what areas they might focus on for future study or a career at Levels 2 and 3.

· Encourage your son/daughter to aim for higher grades – Merit and Excellence. These will improve their career prospects, or improve their chances of gaining entry into their chosen tertiary course.

· If your son/daughter has a particular career or tertiary course in mind, check out what Level 2 or Level 3 standards they may require to enter the university or other tertiary institutions where they intend to study.

· Ask your son/daughter’s school or teachers for guidance on how they are progressing. Most schools also hold very helpful qualification information sessions for parents.

· See the NCEA information on the NZQA website www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea d the NCEA approach. The workload in regular
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