Annex 4: Press release announcing continuation of YAG and opening of
recruitment process for two new members
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Youth Advisory Group will continue in 2019

The Ministerial Youth Advisory Group will ontinue into 2019 following a
successful inaugural year, Education Minister Chr s Hipkins announced today.

el
y

“The Group has provided me with a diverse range of insights and perspectives on
topics including the importance of wellbeing for young New Zealanders, issues
with NCEA “credit farming” and ove assessment, and the national education
conversation,” Mr Hipkins said
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“I’m really pleased with the quality of thinking and the leadership the Group has
demonstrated as representatives of young people nationwide. This is one of the
key ‘expert groups’ that regularly engage with to help guide the changes we need
to make to fully moderni e our education system. Their voices have added
considerable value to th government’s education work portfolio programme.
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“I’m looking forw rd to hearing more from them in 2019 and meeting two new
members who will join the remaining 10 members to complete the Group.”
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M Hipki s thanked the two outgoing members Bevan Penn of Wellington and
Ab y McRoberts of Porirua for their contributions in 2018.
Mr Hipkins is taking this opportunity to urge young people to apply to be a
Ministerial Youth Advisory Group member and join the ongoing conversation
about the future of New Zealand’s education system.
"I want to provide opportunities for all children and young people to have their say
and the Advisory Group is an effective channel for their voices to be heard. This
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is an exciting way for our young New Zealanders to get involved in the design of
policy.”
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Applications for two new members for the 2019 Ministerial Youth Advisory Group
will open on the Ministry of Education website on 2 November and close on 18
November.
Background
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The Youth Advisory Group was set up in November 2017 to enable young people
to have their say and have more influence on the education system and issues
that affect them. Insights from the Youth Advisory Group are shared with the
Ministry of Education and other education sector agencies.
The 2018 Youth Advisory Group members, aged 14-18, are:
Shaneel Lal, South Auckland

•

Bevan Penn, Wellington

•

Abby McRoberts, Porirua

•

Liam McLeavey, Levin

•

Okirano Tilaia, Christchurch

•

Geniqua Samupo, West Auck and

•

Brodie Cross, Christchu ch

•

Nathan Farr, Dunedin

•

Hadassah Wharawhara, Kerikeri

•

Costa Blackman Tolaga Bay

•

Kat Mor is Darfield
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•

Watene Campbell, Wellington
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Q & A - Youth Advisory Group
Q: Why is it important to have a Youth Advisory Group on education?
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A: Education shapes New Zealand and we often don't hear enough from those who
we deliver education to. As the Minister of Education I feel it important that I do hear
directly from young people about their experiences of education, as they use the
system. I expect they will bring fresh perspectives and insights about the most
important issues facing them today, with a particular focus on education.
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Q: What will be your involvement in the 2019 Youth Advisory Group meetings
or related events?

A: I will attend each meeting of the Youth Advisory Group. Where I can t attend, I will
request that another Minister attend. I am also briefed after each mee ing nd
receive the key insights from the Ministry of Education.
Q: How do you select the members of the Youth Advisory Group?
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A: Ten members of the 2018 YAG are still eligib e to serve and will continue in 2019.
For the vacancies of the two retiring member we w ll run a recruitment process
from 2 – 18 November. Ministry of Education of i ials provide a short-list of
applicants for me to consider and I approve the successful candidates.
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Q: What criteria do you use to select members (what skills/qualities were
looked for)?
A: The Group is determined by the following selection criteria:
they are aged 14-18 on 1 Jan 2019

•

they agree o the terms of references and conditions and,

•

they are approved by the Minister of Education
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Q: Why 14 to 18 year olds?
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A: The establishment of a Youth Advisory Group offers a fresh opportunity for our
young p ople, 14-18 year olds, to provide their perspectives and insights about
some of he most important education issues facing them today.
T ese young people are in the later stages of their learning journey through New
Zealand's compulsory education system. This age group will be able to reflect back
on their own experiences of primary and intermediate school education and their
current experience in secondary. Additionally they can also look forward and think
about their own learning pathways and think about what might help them to meet
their goals and aspirations.
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Q: How long can someone be in the Youth Advisory Group?

Q: How will the Youth Advisory Group be resourced?

se
d

A: The tenure of the membership was initially one year. I have decided that the
Group will continue for a further term of one year and review at the end of 2019.
Membership ceases as well if criteria are no longer met.

A: The Ministry of Education provides the secretariat support and resourcing for the
Group. This includes:
providing expertise support,

•

covering the members’ travel costs, catering and accommodation,

•

reporting the Group’s insights to me as Minister of Educat on and

•

sharing the insights gathered with relevant Ministry g oups and education
sector agencies.
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Q: What happens to the students' views on e they've shared them at the
meetings?
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A: The Group meetings are facilitated and the inf rmation and insights generated
during the discussions are collated. These are checked by the Group to make sure
they accurately reflect their views. The Minis ry then reports these back to me and the
relevant Ministry business groups and educat on sector agencies where relevant.
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Q: Will the students' views b pres nted to policy people at the time they're
making key decisions?
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A. All insights will be shared with the Ministry’s policy teams and there may be specific
times when policy t ams are invited to attend a meeting when we are talking about
specific policy.
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Q: Have N w Z aland's children or young people's views and perspectives
been taken into account by the education system in New Zealand before?
A: Child en and young people are at the centre of education in New Zealand and the
update to the Education Act emphasises that point.
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However, while research and educators often seeks the views of learners, there has
not been a formalised and sustained mechanism for young people to communicate
their views on policy or voice their experiences of education with the Minister of
Education. This group initiative establishes and enforces that mechanism for our
young people.
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Q: Why did you set up this Youth Advisory Group?
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A: It is essential that all New Zealanders receive an education that is useful and
relevant to them, so that they succeed and go on to further education in universities,
polytechnics, other tertiary providers, or industry training such as apprenticeships; and
that they have hope for their futures.
The establishment of a Youth Advisory Group in 2018 offered us a fresh and exciting
opportunity to really engage with young people about education.
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While we have some specific topics we may want to seek their views on, we a so want
the Advisory Group to have the opportunity to drive the conversation and decide what
gets discussed at each meeting.
Over the past year, the Group has provided me with a diverse range of nsights and
perspectives about a range of topics including the importance of wellbe ng for young
New Zealanders, issues with NCEA “credit farming” and ov ras essment, and the
national education conversation.
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Q: What happened to the Online Youth Forum?
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The Online Youth Forum was set up to test th perspectives of the Youth Advisory
Group with young people more broadly. The number of young people who registered
to take part in the Forum was around 140 however those that then went on to join,
following the establishment of the Youth Advisory Group, was minimal. The recent
Education Conversation | Kōrero Mātaur nga provided broader perspectives and
insights from young people across New Zeala d for me to access and reflect upon.
Q: What’s in store for 2019?
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I’m looking forward to hearing more from the current members in 2019 and meeting
two new members who will join the remaining 10 members to complete the Group.
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I’m really pleased with the quality of thinking and the ownership the Group is taking,
as representat ves of young people nationwide. This is one of the key ‘expert groups’
who I regularly engage with to help guide the changes we need to make to fully
modern se our ducation system. Their voices have added considerable value to the
government’s education work portfolio programme and I know that their perspectives
w conti ue to do so in 2019.
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