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Education (Playgroups) Amendment Regulations 2009

Regulation 19: Ratios standard

Regulation 19 (Ratios standard) of the Education (Playgroups) Regulations 2008 has been revoked and is replaced by the following Regulation 19 (Ratios standard) which comes into effect on 28 September 2009:
The ratios standard requires the service provider for every certificated playgroup to ensure that-

“(a)
more than half of the children attending on any occasion have a parent or caregiver present in the same play area at the same time; and

(b) the total number of children attending on any occasion is not greater than 4 times the number of parents and caregivers present in the same play area at the same time.”

What does this mean for playgroups?
This amendment means that, in addition to more than half the children attending have a parent or caregiver present, at the very least, there must be one adult for every four children present in the same play area at the same time.  These adults must be parents or nominated caregivers of the children attending the playgroup.
For instance, if there are 20 children from 12 families attending playgroup then 11 or more children must have a parent or caregiver present to  meet the requirement of part A; more than half of the children attending have a parent or caregiver present. To meet the requirement for part B; that there is at least one adult for every four children present, there must be at least 5 adults. 

How much of a change will this be for playgroups?
All playgroups are required to meet this regulation at all times.  For many playgroups this amendment will make little or no difference as the number of adults who currently attend each session means they are already meeting the requirements of this regulation.  In many cases meeting part A of the regulation will mean that playgroups also meet part B of the regulation. 
In situations such as those where the majority of the parents stay and where they have responsibility for low numbers of children (e.g. one or two children) both requirements of the ratios standard are likely to be met automatically.  However situations such as those where several adults have responsibility for larger numbers of children (e.g. three or more, who may be their own children or children they have been nominated as caregiver for) will require more thoughtful attention to ensure that the ratios standard is being upheld. 
What will playgroups need to do to make sure they are meeting this regulation?
Playgroups will need to make sure that they have systems in place to ensure the as well as more than half of the children attending having a parent or caregiver present  the minimum ratio of one parent or caregiver to four children in the same play are at the same time is upheld.

Things to think about:

What is our playgroups policy on parents staying?  Do we expect all parents to stay all the time?  How do parents nominate a caregiver?  How do we ensure there are sufficient adults in any one area to at least meet the minimum ratios standard and for meaningful interactions?
Is it possible for someone to be nominated as a caregiver for more than four children?
A person could be nominated as caregiver for more than four children but the playgroup would need to ensure that the overall ratio of one parent/caregiver to four children in the same play area at the same time was being upheld.   
What does “in the same play are at the same time” really mean?

This means that wherever children are, there are parents/caregivers present also, and in sufficient numbers to meet the one to four ratio described in part B of the regulation. 

This may mean that, in situations such as when a playgroup uses several separate rooms in one venue, they may need overall a higher adult to child ratio than one to four to ensure that there are enough parents/caregivers present wherever children are present.
All of the parents at our playgroup stay anyway.  Does this meet the regulation?
Yes.  The requirements outlined in the regulation are minimum requirements.
We are a rural playgroup and many of our parents take turns to care for each other’s children at playgroup.  In this way each parent gets some time when they can be ‘childfree’. Are we still able to do this?

Yes, as long as half the children have someone who is responsible for them present and the overall ratio of adults to children is not more than 1:4.  This means that you will need to:
(a) make sure that each child has either a parent or an adult who has been nominated to take care of them present during the playgroup session; and
(b) check that overall there is at least one adult for every four children who are present.
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