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 X Critical need to know and action

1. In November 2019, the Government announced a number of significant education changes
following the release of the final report on Tomorrow’s Schools. Read more...

2. March Roll Return: roll count date is 2 March, with returns due no later than 10 March.
Additional information regarding students rolls affected by Coronavirus.  Read more...

3. Coronavirus update. Read more...
4. Employment Relations Circular about the initiation of bargaining for a new Secondary and

Area School Groundstaff Collective Agreement. Read more...
5. PLD Online System went live on 14 February. Read more...

 X Heads up 
1. We welcome your feedback on the School Bulletin survey by 9 April.
2. Changes to the appointment of 10YPP consultants. Read more...
3. Updated website information on access to roofs and roof safety.  Read more...
4. Funding for Communities of Learning | Kāhui Ako Collaboration. Read more...
5. The Health Promotion Agency/Te Hiringa Hauora has information on vaping in schools.

Read more...
6. Annual reporting and audit processes start soon, including Schools Annual Accrual

Report (SAAR). Read more...
7. Reminder: ESOL funding applications due 1 March. Read more...
8. School Leavers Toolkit workshops. Read more...
9. In recent weeks, approximately 1200 hangarau matihiko words have been added to the

Paekupu website. Read more...
10. Tūturu Summit 18/19 March and resources for schools to improve student wellbeing. Read

more...
11. The 2019 student attendance data is now online. Read more...
12. Learning Support Satisfaction Survey 2018 results. Read more...
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 X General information
1. School to Skies and School to Seas applications close 2 March 

Year 13 female students with an interest in maths and science can apply to be part of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force School to Skies and the new Royal New Zealand Navy School 
to Seas programmes. Read more...

 X Regional news
 q  Tai Tokerau 

 q  Auckland

 q  Waikato

 q  Bay of Plenty,Waiariki

 q  Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū

 q  Hawke’s Bay, Tairāwhiti

 q  Wellington

 q  Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast

 q  Canterbury, Chatham Islands

 q  Otago, Southland

 X Communications/Events
 q  Ministry key dates calendar

 q  Events

 q  Ministry newsletters

 q  Education related websites

 q  Early Learning Bulletin
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Critical need to know and action

In November 2019, the Government announced a number of significant education changes following 
the release of the final report on Tomorrow’s Schools. 

One of these changes involves setting up an Education Service Agency (ESA) within a redesigned 
Ministry of Education. The ESA will provide more front-line, responsive, and accessible local supports 
for principals, school boards, kōhanga reo, and early learning services. It will also support learners 
and their whānau, and connect with local tertiary providers and wider communities. 

This work will be considered and implemented in two phases.

The first phase focuses on an initial redesign of the Ministry to support the development of the ESA, 
and will involve identifying how to build up our internal Ministry culture and capabilities to support 
the wider programme of change. That wider programme includes the other changes announced 
in response to the Taskforce’s review of Tomorrow’s Schools, such as the creation of independent 
disputes panels and developing advice on strengthening the Māori medium pathway.

The second, more substantive phase of work relating to the ESA is outward facing, and will be 
subject to engagement with you in the education sector. This phase covers the detailed design of the 
services and supports that the new ESA will provide, and how best to manage the transition. Here, 
we will be seeking your views about what services you think the ESA should provide, what you think 
the ESA should look like, and how you think it should work. This work is in its earliest stages, so we 
don’t have a timeframe yet for working with you on this. We will let you know as soon as we do.

We want to get this redesign right. We also need to ensure these changes do not disrupt teaching 
and learning or the existing and new supports in play, such as the learning support model, Te Ahu 
o Te Reo Māori, and the new PLD priorities. Nor do we want the redesign to delay other important 
changes in the Government’s Education Work Programme, such as the NCEA changes, the 
strengthening of vocational education, and Te Hurihanganui.

The Government has said that the system changes arising from its response to Tomorrow’s 
Schools will be introduced over the next five to 10 years and are contingent on funding over three 
or four budgets. For all these reasons, the move to a redesigned Ministry will be gradual, as will 
any transfer of services or development of new functions for the ESA. 

During 2020, we will regularly update you on how you can participate in shaping the Government’s 
Education Work Programme, including the design of the ESA and the other changes announced 
in November. In the meantime, the relevant Cabinet papers and other information about the 
November announcements can be found here. 
 

Responding to recent Government decisions on the future of education  
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This year the March roll count date is 2 March with returns due no later than 10 March.

If you have secondary tertiary programme students, ensure you have checked with the providers 
and have the correct details recorded in your SMS.

The 2020 School Roll Return Guidelines are now available on Education Counts.  
 
Changes this year
Donations Scheme responses will now be collected during the July Roll Return, additional student 
address checks have been added, and four new subject codes are available. Refer to page 8 of 
the guidelines for the full list of changes in 2020 with links to further information.

Novel coronavirus
Domestic students who have delayed starting at your school due to risk of exposure to coronavirus 
can still be included in the March Roll Return student numbers, provided the school has enrolment 
information (paper-based or electronic) confirming the students enrolment prior to the March Roll 
Count date. You should enrol these students in your SMS/Enrol and provide a First Attendance 
date corresponding to the date they would have started. For attendance purposes ensure they are 
marked as a justified absence (Code J = Not in Class – Justified absence).

Schools not using an SMS should complete the excel template provided on Education Counts 
and send to us via the secure School Data Portal. Please read the instructions tab for further 
information on how to use this form. 

If you have any questions or comments please email school.returns@education.govt.nz

March roll return
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• Facilitating and establishing contact for students with parents that may be unwell or can’t be 
contacted

• Consider the use of interpreters

• Supporting students with safe travel information if they are returning home.

Novel Coronavirus

You will be aware the Minister of Health announced in the weekend, an extension of current border 
measures for an additional 8 day period (to now expire at 11.59pm on Monday 24 February). For 
those of you who are anticipating the arrival of international students, this will obviously have 
further impact for you and for your students.

To read more about this announcement, including new information about support for schools, 
please go to our website.

Supporting wellbeing of students returning to school after staying away
Following our messages around Looking after wellbeing in your school/ECE community, you will be 
aware the end of the 14 day stay away period is approaching for many students. We encourage 
you to plan what your support for returning students may look like. 

Consider reinforcing with your school community that the precautionary stay away period is now 
over and that you are looking forward to welcoming all students back to school.

Returning students will have missed the start-up classroom activities that help teachers and 
students get to know each other and their peers. It is important for teachers and students to think 
about ways they can welcome students back, to support their integration and inclusion in learning 
activities. 

Teachers responsible for student welfare will also need to consider the inclusion of returning 
students in activities that occur outside the classroom such as drama, music and sporting teams 
that students have already signed up for. 

The teacher responsible for the care and welfare of international students needs to be in regular 
contact with returning students. They should ensure there is clear and open communication with 
parents to assure them of their child’s wellbeing and care. 

Be aware that for some students, their parents, relatives or friends may have been affected by 
the virus and this will be a source of worry and concern for the student. Gently enquiring about a 
student’s parents and friends and how they are maintaining contact will help. Know that situations 
will vary for each student, as will the willingness for students to approach an adult for support. 

Consider the following support if possible:
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Please consider other wellbeing support by: 

• Being aware and vigilant about rumours, false statements and comments about the virus
or returning students that have the potential to create fear and distrust. Provide ongoing
messages about safety and caring for your community during this time

• Reassuring students by promoting inclusion in the classroom and school activities

• Making sure students know who to contact if they are worried about a peer or friend in the
school environment

• Making sure students know what to do if they are unwell or worried about themselves or
someone else ie contacting Healthline, their GP, counsellor, or help lines

• Communicating about the Ministry of Health dedicated 0800 number for coronavirus health
advice and information: 0800 358 5453 (for international SIMs +64 9 358 5453) – it is free and
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

• Being aware some students may not be engaging in classroom and or school activities, and
ensuring staff follow up to support their engagement back at school.

You may also like to think about how these students support each other as a group at school, 
possibly including a ‘space’ they can use if they want. Discuss this with returning students as they 
may have other ideas about what support they need as a group.

We encourage you to continue your support for the wellbeing of these students as they return to 
school. You may find the Ministry’s Guide to inclusive classroom culture helpful to support you to 
promote inclusion.

Maintaining a safe environment for students
Every learner has the right to a safe, healthy and supportive learning environment, where they 
are accepted and respected. They deserve an education that values their identity, language and 
culture, and those of their family and whānau.

You may find some of the information on the bullying free website useful in supporting your 
students and creating a culture of support for students at this time.

The New Zealand Human Rights Commission
If you know someone who has experienced racial discrimination related to coronavirus, the Human 
Rights Commission offers a free and confidential enquiries and complaints service which you can 
use:

• New Zealand Human Rights Commission

• 0800 496877 (if calling from NZ

• 0064 93090874 (if calling from overseas

• Email infoline@hrc.co.nz
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Race-based online abuse 
You may be aware of inappropriate messages being posted online, particularly on Facebook 
pages. If this is brought to your attention or if you experience online abuse, Netsafe has a free and 
confidential service to help. The following steps may also stop the abuse:

1. Make a plan: This type of abuse can be extremely upsetting, but it’s important to think 
through your approach

2. Get help: Talk to someone that you feel you can trust. This could be a close friend 
or whānau. If you’d rather talk to someone else, you can contact Netsafe, Need to 
Talk, Lifeline or Youthline.

3. Keep the evidence: Save texts and emails and take screenshots of anything that might 
disappear later. Make sure you keep track of dates, what has happened, who you think did 
it and why. You can follow these instructions if you need help.

4. Report it: Block or report abuse. Most social networks have safety centres with tips on how 
to deal with abuse on the platforms. Here are some handy links:

 Facebook
 Snapchat
 Instagram
 YouTube
 Twitter 
 You can also disable comments on posts and videos on Instagram and YouTube.

5. Contact Netsafe: They can provide advice and support seven days a week. You can make 
a report online, text ‘Netsafe’ to 4282, email at help@netsafe.org.nz or call 0508 638 723.

Netsafe’s information about race-based online abuse might also help you or your family respond. 
The Ministry funds Netsafe to support schools with online safety services and would encourage 
anyone wanting online safety advice or incident support to contact Netsafe or visit www.netsafe.
org.nz/the-kit for more information. 
 
We encourage you to continue to refer to our Novel coronavirus and wellbeing page as we will 
continue to update this information regularly.
 

Visit our website for the employment relations circular about the initiation of bargaining for a new 
Secondary and Area School Groundstaff Collective Agreement.

Boards need to provide the notice to any employees who may be covered by this collective 
agreement.

For further information about employing school staff, schools should contact the NZ School 
Trustees Association. 

Employment relations circular

mailto:iona.holsted%40education.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/contactnetsafe/
https://1737.org.nz/
https://1737.org.nz/
https://www.lifeline.org.nz/services/lifeline-helpline
https://www.youthline.co.nz/
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/digital-content-records/
https://www.facebook.com/safety/tools/safety
https://www.snapchat.com/l/en-gb/safety
https://help.instagram.com/285881641526716
https://www.youtube.com/yt/policyandsafety/safety.html
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20170134
https://www.facebook.com/help/instagram/1766818986917552?helpref=uf_permalink
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/7072797?hl=en
https://report.netsafe.org.nz/hc/en-au/requests/new
mailto:help@netsafe.org.nz
http://www.netsafe.org.nz/race-based-online-abuse/
http://www.netsafe.org.nz/the-kit
http://www.netsafe.org.nz/the-kit
http://education.govt.nz/school/health-safety-and-wellbeing/student-and-staff-health/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/novel-coronavirus-and-wellbeing/
http://education.govt.nz/our-work/publications/education-circulars/latest-circulars/circular-202002/


Email iona.holsted@education.govt.nz Contact us at bulletin@education.govt.nz

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback| ||  ||

ISSUE 123 | 17 FEBRUARY 2020

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback | ||  ||

Page 8

We are pleased to announce the new online PLD system went live on 14 February, with the first 
of three releases of a single, cloud-based system.  

This release means schools, kura, clusters and kāhui ako will be able to develop and submit their 
Term 1 PLD proposals more easily online.

The second release is expected on 28 February, and will support Ministry of Education staff and 
sector allocation panels to review proposals ahead of the wānangatia or area allocation panel 
meetings.  

A third release is expected on 27 March. This release will enable PLD decisions to be 
communicated and Statements of Work (SOW), plans and reports to be produced for allocated 
PLD.

To access the new online PLD system, PLD Leads will need to use their Education Sector Logon. 
For support contact pld.enquiries@education.govt.nz or visit this ESL support website.  

All support materials for the online PLD system, including user manuals and a short six-minute 
video to guide school users through the process, can also be found on the help and guide page of 
the PLD website, which has updated. We will continue to update these resources alongside each 
system release.  

We are continuing to deliver training sessions on the new system and will be publishing details and 
registration information on the PLD website for an upcoming webinar based on this training.  

Once each release is live, we will be checking for and addressing any go-live issues to ensure the 
system works smoothly. If you identify any issues, please contact us pld.enquiries@education.
govt.nz, with a screenshot if possible.

The new online PLD system is one of several improvements being made to PLD in 2020, to 
strengthen our support for teachers and leaders.

A new set of national priorities for locally-focused PLD will also take effect in Term 3.

New online PLD system live
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Heads up

We welcome your feedback on the School Bulletin survey by 9 April.

School Bulletin survey

Changes to the appointment of 10YPP consultants
Over the past three years, we have changed the way that 10 Year Property Plan (10YPP) 
consultants are engaged to complete schools’ 10YPP. The change has moved the contractual 
relationship of 10YPP consultants from schools to the Ministry. This means that we appoint, fund 
and manage the contracts of 10YPP consultants nationally for all state schools.

This year, the change will continue and all state schools in the 2021/2022 funding and planning 
cycle will transition to Ministry engaged consultants. 

There will be no changes to the working relationships between schools and consultants in the 
development of the 10YPP, including the condition assessment process and planning meeting, to 
ensure the best outcomes for your school. We will manage the contract for 10YPP consultants, 
including managing payments, performance, timeliness and deliverables. We also support 
consultants on how to develop a good plan and manage any issues or conflicts. 

For more information, refer to our website.

Roof safety
In the last three years, there have been two deaths involving school roofs that have been referred 
to the Coroner. On 4 November 2017, 8-year old Justin Reid fell through the translucent sheeting 
of a covered walkway and on 13 October 2018, 16-year old Te Hawiki Hona Kiri Te Amo fell eight 
metres from a skylight to a library floor. Coroner Ryan released his report on the death of Justin 
Reid on 5 December 2018, and on 22 November 2019, Coroner Matenga released his report on 
the death of Te Hawiki Hona Kiri Te Amo [PDF].

In response to Coroner Ryan’s December 2018 report, we have updated our website information 
on translucent plastic sheeting and advised schools through the February 2019 Bulletin [PDF] to 
check their roofing and contact their property advisor if there were any concerns. Roof safety was 
also included as a priority one (Health and Safety) concern for 5-year agreement (5YA) funding.

Following Coroner Matenga’s November 2019 report, we updated our website information on 
access to roofs and roof safety. It is recommended that schools consider how access to roofs 
can be restricted and take the time to assess the condition of skylight material for any signs of 
deterioration. Schools should contact their property advisor with any concerns. 

As noted in Coroner Matenga’s report, unlike the death of Justin Reid who accidently fell through 
the middle of brittle translucent plastic sheeting, Te Hawiki Hona Kiri Te Amo and a friend actively 
kicked at a polycarbonate dome skylight to break it. As schools consider the safety of their roofs, 
preventing access should be the first defence in protecting the safety of young people.

mailto:iona.holsted%40education.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/schoolbulletinsurvey2020
http://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/changes-in-education/ministry-engaged-10ypp-consultants/
https://coronialservices.justice.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/Te-Hawiki-Hona-Kiri-Te-Amo-CSU-2018-Ham-000443.pdf
https://coronialservices.justice.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/Te-Hawiki-Hona-Kiri-Te-Amo-CSU-2018-Ham-000443.pdf
http://www.education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2019-Bulletins/Issue104Bulletin.pdf#page=4
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/projects-and-design/design/design-standards/materials/roofing-materials/
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/projects-and-design/design/design-standards/materials/roofing-materials/


Email iona.holsted@education.govt.nz Contact us at bulletin@education.govt.nz

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback| ||  ||

ISSUE 123 | 17 FEBRUARY 2020

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback | ||  ||

Page 10

Schools in kāhui ako have received an additional payment of $1,050 (GST exclusive) over the last 
two years as communicated in issue 102 of the school bulletin. The additional funding – detailed 
as ‘COL COLLABORATION’ on schools’ operations grant notices – was provided as a result of 
sector feedback asking for greater support to develop and maintain collaboration across kāhui ako 
member schools.  

This is a reminder that this funding, paid in January 2020, is the second of two payments and is 
the final COL COLLABORATION payment. Member schools will still continue to receive the annual 
Community of Learning maintenance payment of $1,000 (GST exclusive).

Kāhui Ako collaboration funding

As noted in our September 2019 Bulletin [PDF], under the Smoke-free Environments Act, schools, 
kura, early learning services and kōhanga reo must be smokefree indoors and out, 24/7 – however 
this Act only applies to smoking, not vaping. 

The Government is working to put legislation in place to ensure vaping products are accessible to 
those who use them to stop smoking while protecting children and young people. A Bill to amend 
the Smoke-free Environments Act is expected to come before Parliament soon.

In the meantime, the Health Promotion Agency/Te Hiringa Hauora has information for schools on 
what they can do in the absence of the new legislation. The information includes where to find 
easy to read and up-to-date information, research about vaping and smoking in New Zealand, 
legislation information and suggestions on how school leaders can develop their own knowledge 
and support their staff, students and parents’ understanding.

Refer to the Education Counts website: Promoting healthy lifestyles and wellbeing

Vaping in schools

Payroll information will be provided to help prepare your 2019 annual report. 

The following reports are available to download from Novopay Online:

• School Annual Accrual Report (SAAR) 

• Leave Liability Reports 

To access, authorised users should log in to Novopay Online using their username and password. 

The following reports were emailed to principals on 7 February:

• Overpayments Error Schedule 

• Stop Pays Error Schedule

• Funding Code Error Schedule

Annual reporting and audit processes start soon

mailto:iona.holsted%40education.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2019-Bulletins/Issue117Bulletin.pdf
https://www.smokefree.org.nz/smokefree-environments/legislation
https://www.hpa.org.nz/programme/education/vaping
https://www.hpa.org.nz/programme/education/vaping
http://education.govt.nz/school/health-safety-and-wellbeing/student-and-staff-health/why-promote-healthy-lifestyles/
https://web.novopay.govt.nz/moep-wss/faces/app/WJ0000.jspx
https://web.novopay.govt.nz/moep-wss/faces/app/WJ0000.jspx


Email iona.holsted@education.govt.nz Contact us at bulletin@education.govt.nz

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback| ||  ||

ISSUE 123 | 17 FEBRUARY 2020

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback | ||  ||

Page 11

Schools Annual Accrual Report (SAAR) 
Guidance on how to record information from your SAAR in your financial statements can be found 
on our website here: SAAR Reconciliation 2019 Instructions [PDF].

Once you have received your SAAR, you can complete your draft financial statements and provide 
them to your auditor. 

Please complete your financial statements as soon as possible after your SAAR has been 
received, to enable you to meet your obligations for audited accounts to be submitted to the 
Ministry by 31 May 2020. 

Key dates

7 FEB Payroll reports including the SAAR, Leave Liability Report and Error 
Schedules will be made available to schools

14 MAR Complete set of payroll reports and exceptions will be sent to auditors for 
the schools they will be auditing

31 MAR Financial Statements are due to be submitted by schools to their auditors

31 MAY Statutory deadline for Annual Reports to be submitted to the Ministry

ESOL funding applications for Period 1 (Terms 1 and 2) are due 1 March 2020. Please submit the 
updated status list in the excel format to info.esol@education.govt.nz. 

If you require the status list from Terms 3 and 4 2019, please email info.esol@education.govt.nz. If 
your school did not apply for ESOL funding in the last funding period, please download the ESOL 
funding application from our website.  

Students are eligible for funding if they are migrants, NZ born with at least one migrant parent 
or former refugees and have limited proficiency in English, as detailed in the English Language 
Learning Progressions matrices. Please visit our website to find out details about the ESOL 
funding eligibility criteria. If you have any further questions, please ring Saniya Surani on 09 632 
9382.

ESOL funding applications due 1 March

The University of Otago’s Education Support Services is providing a series of free nationwide 
workshops, on our behalf, introducing teachers, kaiako, schools and kura to the School Leavers’ 
Toolkit. The toolkit aims to provide students with practical life skills including financial capability, 
civics education, key work place competencies and personal wellbeing. 

The workshops are for both English medium schools and Māori medium kura. Attendance is free 
and catering will be provided. Visit the Education Support Services website for workshop dates, 
locations and enrolment details.

School Leavers’ Toolkit workshops
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Paekupu website
Our Paekupu website holds dictionaries relating to the learning areas in Te Marautanga o 
Aotearoa. In recent weeks, approximately 1200 hangarau matihiko words have been added, 
bringing the total number of headwords close to 9000. This website and its content has been 
developed by He Kupenga Hao i te Reo.

The Paekupu Development Project began in 2004. Four papakupu have been completed for Te 
Marautanga o Aotearoa wāhanga ako to date, these are: Pāngarau, Pūtaiao, Ngā Toi and Te Reo 
Matatini. The three remaining wāhanga ako that require development are Hangarau Matihiko, 
Tikanga ā-Iwi and Hauora – work to complete these other strands is ongoing.

www.paekupu.co.nz Ko te paetukutuku tēnei a Te Tāhuhu o te Mātauranga e pupuri nei i ngā 
papakupu e hāngai ana ki ngā wāhanga ako o roto i Te Marautanga o Aotearoa. I ngā wiki tata nei 
kua utaina atu tētahi kete kupu hangarau matihiko. Kei te takiwā o te 1200 ngā kupu kei tēnei o 
ngā kete, hui katoa e pātata ana ki te 9000 ngā kupu matua.   

Ko Te Reo Matatini, ko Ngā Toi, ko Pāngarau, ko Pūtaiao, ā, ko Hangarau Matihiko ngā wāhanga 
ako kei Paekupu ināianei. E haere tonu ana ngā mahi whakakao i ngā kupu e hāngai ana ki 
ērā atu peka o te Hangarau, ki te Tikanga ā-Iwi, ki te Hauora anō hoki. He mea waihanga tēnei 
paetukutuku me ōna tuhituhinga kōrero e He Kupenga Hao i te Reo.

Tūturu Summit 18/19 March 
Tūturu helps schools plan and develop their approach to improve student wellbeing and develop 
critical thinking. The first focus area is helping to prepare secondary school students for a world 
where alcohol and drugs exist. The resources were made for schools, with schools, and have 
been reviewed by several health and education experts. They are free and highly tailorable for 
schools to use. Tūturu is led by the NZ Drug Foundation and overseen by the Ministries of Health 
and Education, the Health Promotion Agency and NZ Police. Read more on the Tūturu website.

The Tūturu Summit is aimed at secondary school leaders, teachers, pastoral care staff and board 
members. This event will share learnings from New Zealand secondary schools who worked with 
local alcohol and other drug services to develop Tūturu. They will share approaches to student 
wellbeing, tools and pathways to help rangatahi build agency, critical thinking skills and decision-
making confidence around alcohol and other drugs. Take a look at the programme.

For more information and to register, visit the Tuturu Summit website.
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2019 Student Attendance Data
The 2019 student attendance data is now online.  

Going to school every day is closely linked to student achievement.

We recognise there are many out-of-school factors that influence attendance, for example, the 
recent concern associated with the outbreak of coronavirus in China, but teachers, school leaders 
and parents, families and whānau need to work together to make sure that every child and young 
person attends school when they are well enough to do so. 

If you would like to better understand your school’s attendance data, you are encouraged to join 
the Every Day Matters initiative. You will receive customised attendance reports for your school, 
which will be enhanced over time. These reports will help you maintain and refresh your school’s 
attendance strategy. 

For more information on managing student attendance, see our website. 

Full-year attendance data collection
From today (Monday 17 February) we’re asking schools to send in attendance data for each term. 
This will start with collecting the 2019 data not yet sent, then the 2020 data after the end of each 
term. This will give a clearer picture of attendance patterns and what may be driving the declines 
we have been seeing.

An email will be sent to principals and school administrators with precise instructions. For most 
schools, principals will have to ensure that the administrator in charge of their attendance 
database is set up with an Education Sector Logon. Administrators will then follow a few 
straightforward bullet-point instructions, depending on which Student Management System they 
are using, to send us the correct file from the database via the School Data Portal.

2018 Learning Support Satisfaction Survey results

The results of our 2018 Learning Support Satisfaction Survey are now available on Education 
Counts.

This annual voluntary survey for parents and educators helps us improve our learning support 
service delivery and track progress as we makes changes to it.

Key findings from the 2018 survey show respondents were most happy with the level of respect 
they received, but identified more work was needed around progress they were seeing in their 
children and the support they received to help them prepare for the future.

From 2020, the survey will change from yearly to four times a year.

We will run the next Learning Support Satisfaction Survey at the start of March 2020. 
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General Information
School to Skies and School to Seas applications open

New Zealand needs more women in the aviation and maritime industries as engineers, 
technicians, pilots, operators and more.

Female students in Year 13 with an interest in maths and science can apply to be part of the Royal 
New Zealand Air Force School to Skies and the new Royal New Zealand Navy School to Seas 
programmes. These programmes cover tech, aviation and operations at a camp that will give 72 
students from around NZ the chance to find out what the aviation or maritime industry have to 
offer. Applications close 5pm, 2 March for both programmes. 

For more details and the application form visit the School to Skies and School to Seas websites. 

Regional news
 q  Tai Tokerau 

 q  Auckland

 q  Waikato

 q  Bay of Plenty, Waiariki

 q  Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū

 q  Hawke’s Bay, Tairāwhiti

 q  Wellington

 q  Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast

 q  Canterbury, Chatham Islands

 q  Otago, Southland

The survey will be emailed to caregivers and educators whose child or student either received 
a Ministry provided learning support service for the past 12 months, or had a learning support 
service end during Term 4 2019.

If you have any questions regarding the 2018 survey report or for assistance completing the 
survey please email clientsatisfaction.survey@education.govt.nz
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Tēnā koutou katoa, ngā mihi nui 

Te Kawa Matakura – Tauranga Kōtuku Rerenga Tahi 
Associate Education Minister Kelvin Davis, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, 
ministerial officials, students, whānau, kaumatua and kuia officially launched 
Tauranga Kōtuku Rerenga Tahi Tai Tokerau at Rewa Village, Kerikeri on 4 
February.

Tauranga Kōtuku Rerenga Tahi is a programme centred on mātauranga Māori 
and te ao Māori traditional bodies of knowledge for students aged between 17-
25 years. Extensive discussions with Māori experts from Tai Tokerau helped 

shape the programme and will be integral to imparting their knowledge to support better outcomes 
for Māori students. 

‘Lest we forget’ – opening of Te Rau Aroha museum 
Huge crowds attended the dawn opening of the new museum built on the treaty grounds at 
Waitangi. Te Rau Aroha was built in honour and memory of the 28th Māori Battalion. The inscription 
as you enter the museum epitomises the courageous men who gave their lives to protect our 
country: ‘Welcome to the cauldron from which warriors were borne. They who engaged conflict 
so that peace may reign. Who embraced life, to redeem lives lost. Selfless service to a nation of 
noble sacrifice. Their names adorn this house, Te Rau Aroha’

 

Tai Tokerau | Hira Gage
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Te Manawa Tahi learning support service delivery model 
This year marks a new chapter for Te Manawa Tahi, the new learning support delivery model for 
Tai Tokerau. The key focus for 2020 is embedding the new model, ensuring it is fit for purpose and 
working across agencies to provide better outcomes for our students.

This journey has taken two years of co-designing with communities, parents and whānau from Te 
Kao to Wellsford. Our goal was to create a service from the ground up that was truly child centred 
and focused on the needs of our tamariki. We are very grateful for the support from schools, early 
learning services, hapu and iwi, parents, whānau and the wider community for hosting our teams 
and contributing to shaping a model that works for our communities. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou 
katoa.

Career vocational events 
Fifteen schools and kura have gained funding to run vocational events throughout Tai Tokerau. 
This funding is part of a comprehensive plan to strengthen vocational education and address skills 
gaps. These events will support rangatahi aspirations to engage in the world of work by connecting 
with employers and industries. If you would like to know more about how you can help or what is 
happening across our rohe please contact Jess Kean.

Ngā mihi nui
Hira
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Tenā koutou

It is unfortunate that the Novel Coronavirus has so dramatically impacted 
schools and early learning services during the busy start to the year. We are 
doing our best to ensure you have the most accurate information; please ensure 
you regularly check the latest information on our website and that of the Ministry 
of Health. 

Please contact our office or your education advisor if you have any queries 
regarding how to handle particular cases: email enquiries.auckland@education.
govt.nz or phone 09 632 9400.

Auckland students appointed to Youth Advisory Group 
Congratulations to Fine Aholelei and Tanin Cain who have been selected for the Ministerial Youth 
Advisory Group. This group, made up of 12 young people from across New Zealand, informs and 
provides insights to the Minister of Education about youth perspectives on the education system. 

Fine Aholelei, 17, is Deputy Head Girl, Board of Trustees representative and a Tongan group 
leader at Auckland Girls’ Grammar. Tanin Cain, 14, lives in Ihumātao and is home-schooling along 
with his two brothers. I’m sure they’ll both make a valuable contribution to this important national 
team.

New Year Honours List 2020
Our sincerest congratulations and appreciation to the following Aucklanders acknowledged in the 
New Year Honours List 2020 for their contribution to children, young people and education: 

• Mrs Linley May Myers

• Associate Professor Hendrika Martine Crezee

• Mrs Amanda Elizabeth Anngold McIntosh

• Mr Robert Narev, MNZM

• Mrs Sulieti Fieme’a Burrows

• Mr Gerben Willem Cath

• Mr Terence Archibald Wade

More details about their contributions and accomplishments can be found on the DPMC website.

Staff changes
We welcome Mary Maika and Rakesh Govind, who have joined our East team as education 
advisors. 

Mary joins us from our Rotorua office and comes with a range of experience including teaching in 

Auckland | Isabel Evans
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English medium and Rumaki settings, and working with NZQA and Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu. 
Mary has taken over the schools that previously sat with Matene Karena, who has been appointed 
to the principal advisor role for Te Hurihanganui. 

Rakesh has taken over the schools previously supported by Vanessa Bentley (who has now 
left the Ministry). Rakesh brings 12 years of experience in senior leadership, with the last seven 
years as associate principal at Papatoetoe High School. He brings experience from a wide 
range of secondary school environments with expertise in school leadership, management and 
governance, having been a Board of Trustees representative in a primary school.  

The Prime Minister’s Education Excellence Awards 
Entries for the 2020 Awards are open from 24 February until 10 April. The Awards recognise 
and celebrate outstanding achievements in early learning, primary and secondary schooling. Start 
thinking about what story your team might like to share, visit the website for information on how to 
get started on your entry.

Feel free to call me on 09 632 9333 or email isabel.evans@education.govt.nz

Ngā mihi nui, 

Isabel Evans
Director of Education for Auckland
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E rau rangatira mā tēnā koutou

Hopefully all of you have been able to survive the mad rush at the start of the 
year to get your students settled into new schools and classes and are now 
getting back into a more normal rhythm. I hope you also were able to enjoy a 
great day off on Waitangi Day. This commemoration of the signing of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi is a great opportunity for all of us to reflect on our nation’s founding 
document and the important part we play as public servants in bringing effect to 
this pivotal agreement between mana whenua and the Crown.

Our single regional focus on Māori achieving and enjoying educational success as Māori is 
a reflection of how seriously we take our role in helping the Crown meet its obligations under 
the treaty. I’m looking forward to attending the Rangiaowhia Commemoration in Te Awamutu 
on Friday. As a site of regional and national significance, it will be a privilege to be part of this 
occasion and to learn alongside the children, teachers and whānau about the history of this 
special place. Furthermore, I’d be keen to hear from you about how you are currently reflecting NZ 
histories as part of your school and kura curriculum including the resources you use, support for 
your teachers and your engagement with families, whānau, hapū and iwi. You can get it touch with 
me at paula.rawiri@education.govt.nz if you have some things you would like to share.

Start of year enrolments 
We’ve been getting queries from you and parents about enrolments and school zones. In the last 
bulletin, my counterpart in Wellington shared frequently asked questions [PDF] with schools that I 
thought you might also find helpful.

Ongoing support for Digital Technology & Hangarau Matihiko (DT&HM) implementation 
from 2020
We have a number of supports and resources to support schools’ implementation of DT&HM that 
were outlined in the previous bulletin.

In addition to these, Digital Fluency professional learning and development (PLD) is a national 
priority for 2020. Proposals for DT&HM-related PLD should be submitted to the regional office 
at PLD.Waikato@education.govt.nz

The Targeted DT&HM PLD fund has now been fully utilised, so applications through the regional 
panel are the best option for PLD applications related to this kaupapa.  

Any questions, please contact christine.jeffs@education.govt.nz

The Prime Minister’s Education Excellence Awards 
Entries for the 2020 Awards are open from 24 February until 10 April. The Awards recognise and 
celebrate outstanding achievements in early learning, primary and secondary schooling so start 
thinking about what story your team would like to share. Here’s information on how to get started 
on your entry.

Waikato | Paula Rawiri
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Traumatic Incidents – Call 0800 848 326 (0800 TI TEAM) 
A reminder that our Traumatic Incidents team has a dedicated phone number, which is the 
quickest way to get in touch with expert support. 

In the event of any traumatic incident, we are available to work closely with early childhood 
services, kōhanga reo, kura and schools to support you to manage the incident and help you 
continue your day-to-day operations. Traumatic incidents have been broadly defined as events 
that: 

• cause sudden and/or significant disruption to the operation or effective operation of a school, 
early learning service and/or community 

• have the potential to affect a large number of children, young people and/or staff 

• create significant dangers or risks to the physical and emotional wellbeing of children, young 
people or persons within a community 

• attract media attention or a public profile for the early learning service or school as a result of 
these incidents. 

Our Traumatic Incident team can be contacted 24 hours a day, 7 days a week on 0800 848 326 
(0800 TI TEAM).

Noho ora mai
Paula
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Kia ora and talofa lava

The hot summer weather continues! I hope you are enjoying this time of the 
year while also being sun smart and keeping hydrated.  

A special thank you for the work you are doing in managing Novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 with your communities. I appreciate you are doing the best you can 
in an evolving situation and I encourage you to keep an eye on new information 
and updates from us and Ministry of Health. If you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to contact my team. My thoughts are also with our colleagues and 

communities in Northland and Southland as they deal with some extreme weather conditions.

I hope you all managed to enjoy Waitangi Day and took time to reflect on the significance of the 
day. There were some fantastic celebrations across our rohe, and in Rotorua a day of activities 
was hosted by locals down at Ohinemutu. While I didn’t get there myself, I know a number of 
people who did and were treated to waiata, kapa haka, kai, manaakitangi and the significant 
buildings that were open for them to look through.  

Welcome to Sunny Wikiriwhi
We have recently welcomed Sunny Wikiriwhi into our region as a strategic advisor Māori. Sunny 
will be based in our Rotorua office but will work across our region. She joins Tina Leach as our 
other strategic advisor Māori; together they replace Ruakiri Fairhall and Trisha Turner who left us 
last year to take on other exciting and wonderful challenges. 

Ko Sunny Wikiriwhi ahau 
Ki Tuhourangi Ngati Wahiao e te Iwi. I am from the Whakarewarewa Village, Pakira Marae, 
and a Penny Diver from way back. I loved growing up in the village, we had the most amazing 
playground, cooked our kai in the steam box hangis and did kapa haka for the tourists. 

I have worked for several state sector agencies, NGOs and Iwi organisations as a senior strategic 
advisor including senior management roles.  My background has primarily been in the criminal 
justice sector and hauora.  I was recently a Kaimahi for Tamati Coffey, MP Waiariki. 

I have chosen career pathways where I believe I could make a difference for our vulnerable 
and hard to reach whānau. As a strategic advisor Maori, I hope to be able to continue with this 
commitment and passion, and look forward to working with you all.  

Tauranga manager education role 
I am excited to welcome Vianney Douglas to the position of manager education for the Tauranga 
part of our region at the beginning of next term.  Vianney is currently principal of Te Kura Kaupapa 
Māori o Otepou. I am excited to have someone with Vianney’s skill, experience, leadership 
qualities and mana join the Ministry and our region. Special thanks to Merle Ramsay who has 
been acting in this role and will continue to until Vianney arrives. 

Bay of Plenty, Waiariki | Ezra Schuster
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He Aituā
It is with a very heavy heart I acknowledge the sudden and tragic passing of Sue Walmsley, 
Deputy Principal and SENCO at Pyes Pa School in Tauranga. Sue was very well known 
throughout the teaching profession and was held in high regard. My thoughts are with Sue and her 
whānau as well as Blake and the Pyes Pa School community. Haere, haere, haera atu ra Sue.

Emergency contacts 
Have we got your correct emergency contact? When I recently needed to contact you all 
concerning Coronavirus, a number of emails bounced back. If your emergency contact details 
have recently changed please contact amber.muldoon@education.govt.nz or direct dial 07 343 
1374.  Alternatively you can contact your Ministry senior advisor / SAF.
 
Meet and greet sessions  
A final reminder about the meet and greet sessions I am planning around the region. I’ll bring 
relevant managers and senior advisors with me. This is an opportunity to network and hear what’s 
on top for 2020.  Please note I have had to change some of the dates: 

Date Time Venue
Tauranga Tue 18 Feb 10am – 11.30am Our office, 132 First Avenue (Cnr 

Cameron Road and First Avenue)
Taupō Tue 25 Feb 10am – 11.30am Suncourt Hotel, 14 Northcroft Street
Whakatāne Fri 28 Feb 10am – 11.30am Eastbay REAP Centre, 21 Pyne 

Street
Rotorua Wed 4 Mar 10am – 11.30am Our office – level three, 1144 Pukaki 

Street, Rotorua

For catering purposes, please contact my executive assistant Janice Fernando to let her know 
which session you’d like to attend on 07 343 1367 or janice.fernando@education.govt.nz

New online PLD system workshop
A reminder about the opportunity to attend a workshop about the new online PLD system, for 
those intending to submit a request for PLD in Term 1. Only those schools/kura/kāhui ako making 
an application in Term 1 need attend, as there will be other training opportunities before the next 
PLD round in Term 3 for everyone else. Please register your attendance with PLD.Mailbox@
education.govt.nz. The sessions will be run on 25 February in the local Ministry office:

• 9.30am – 11am  in Tauranga

• 1pm – 2.30pm in Whakatane

• 4pm – 5.30pm in Rotorua

Feel free to email me or call 07 349 8309 if there is anything you’d like to discuss. 

Ia manuia 
Ezra Schuster
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Kia ora koutou
 
I trust all is well as students settle into school. I know Term 1 is a busy time of 
the year. Please remember our team is here to advise and support the work you 
are undertaking with your children and young people. 

2020 will be another big year. I encourage you to continue reading the Bulletin to 
keep up to date with any changes that may impact your school.

New regional staff
Tēnā koutou, my name is Matthew Shakespeare and I am very excited 
to join the Ministry as a special education advisor in the central team, 
based in the Manawatū office. I am originally from Manawatū and have 
returned after being away for 22 years. I have worked in special education 
in London and most recently Melbourne, where I was assistant principal 
in a special developmental school for five years. I look forward to bringing 
some of this experience to my new role and learning so much more.
 
Te Ahu o te Reo Māori – Welcoming new Māori language advocates in 
Taranaki and Whanganui
Te Ahu o te Reo Māori is designed to improve the education workforce’s capability and 
confidence using te reo Māori in order to strengthen relationships with students, whānau and their 
communities. 

Nearly 700 teachers, kaiako, principals and support staff took part in the first iteration last year and 
we are now seeking new te reo Māori advocates for 2020. Te Ahu o te Reo Māori is being offered 
in Taranaki and Whanganui and will be delivered by Te Ataarangi ki Taranaki Charitable Trust. 

To register or to check out the programme delivery information, visit our website. 

We still have places available for you and/or your staff to participate. Delivery begins on Sunday 
23 February with an orientation day at Aotearoa Marae, Okaiawa. 

Feel free to share this opportunity with your networks as we continue to progress towards te reo 
Māori being an integral part of all ākonga and students learning by 2025. 

Registrations close 21 February.  

“Being surrounded by fellow teachers who were learning made my journey a lot easier, and I 
wasn’t so shy to speak or make mistakes. Not only am I now making more meaningful connections 
with my tamariki, but also their whānau.”  Piki Te Ora Mullin, ECE teacher at Te Kōpae Piripono 
and a graduate of Te Ahu o te Reo Māori 2019. 

Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū | Marlene Clarkson
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“It’s been amazing right from the beginning, and it’s so much more than learning the language.” 
– Erin MacDonald, science teacher at Stratford High School and a graduate of Te Ahu o te Reo 
Māori 2019.
 
Mahi-a-Atua wānanga
On 30 January, we hosted Mark Kopua and Dr Di Kopua in Palmerston North to facilitate a Mahi-
a-Atua wānanga. Mahi-a-Atua is a Māori approach to wellbeing drawing on the stories, narratives 
and healing practices of te ao Māori (the Māori world). Kaiako o Kōhanga reo, kura kaupapa 
Māori, resource teachers of learning and behaviour and staff from across our region all attended.

The wānanga brought participants together to reconnect and reform a relationship with 
ancestral knowledge in a fun and supportive environment. It drew on Māori creation stories and 
contextualised them to a contemporary environment. 

Participants said it allowed them to reconnect with matauranga Māori “on another level” and 
understand their role and the roles of others by relating to stories of atua (gods). Participants 
also expressed that they could share this with their mokopuna and would like more professional 
learning of this nature. The wānanga facilitators also expressed their appreciation of the group, 
acknowledging it was their best wānanga to date, and the commitment of participants allowed 
them to grow and develop their approach.    

Workshop on new Online PLD System and Term 1 application process
 
Who is the invitation for?
Principals and accredited PLD facilitators in the Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū region. It’s 
specifically aimed to support those schools, kāhui ako and kura intending to apply for PLD hours in 
Term 1 (applications are due 13 March). 

What’s it about?
It’s an introduction to the new online system to manage PLD applications, planning, and impact 
analysis. 
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When and where?
Monday 24 February, 1.15 – 2.45pm, Ministry of Education, 93 Ingestre Street, Whanganui. 

Do I need to come?
The online system is straightforward to use in the application process. The questions are similar to 
the journal questions and the process is very similar. It’s based on the Inquiry Cycle as described 
on the PLD website.  

Schools, kura and kāhui ako wanting to start writing proposals now can use the Quick Guide to 
Online System Proposal Questions template [DOC].  

When the PLD system is released, you’ll be able to transfer the information from this template into 
your online proposal. It will take approximately 10 minutes to copy and paste your responses into 
the online system. 

A webinar will be available shortly to cover this content. We are aware many of our region’s 
principals are quite a long way from our workshop location in Whanganui. 

You are welcome to: 

• talk with your education advisor about the process, your inquiry process and draft content

• access advice and expertise from an accredited facilitator, or contact Mark Corrigan on 06 349 
6305 or mark.corrigan@education.govt.nz with any questions.

 
Come along if you would like an interactive and thorough introduction to the content.
(Note: if you already have an ongoing PLD project in place, you will keep managing this in the 
journal and won’t need this workshop for Term 1).

What about the new priorities from Term 3?
We will have many opportunities for kura, schools, kāhui ako, facilitators and PLD provider 
organisations to become familiar with the new priorities and the new online system prior to Term 3. 

Please RSVP to karina.harper@education.govt.nz by Friday 21 February.
 
Remember if you need to contact me, please call 06 349 6304 or 027 275 1450 or email marlene.
clarkson@education.govt.nz

Ngā mihi nui

Marlene Clarkson
Director of Education 
Taranaki Whanganui Manawatū 
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                              Tēnā koutou katoa

Firstly, thank you so much to those schools affected by the Coronavirus 
restrictions – I really appreciate your willingness to work your way through the 
issues in a rapidly evolving situation. Please keep an eye on the Ministry of 
Health and Ministry of Education websites for updates, and don’t hesitate to 
contact us if you have any queries or concerns.

Learning Support Co-ordinators (LSC)
Our newly appointed LSC has started and will be in Wellington towards the 

end of the month with some principals to hear from Minister Martin and to develop their plan 
of approach to this new role. This national induction will be followed by a series of regional 
workshops facilitated by our local learning support teams.

These workshops intend to provide an overview of the new delivery model, how that is transferring 
to action (specifically in our region) and the possible roles/functions of our partners in that delivery 
model.

Invitations will be sent to LSCs, principals, RTLB and other sector workers interested in 
contributing to the ongoing development of the Learning Support Delivery Model.

Determining eligibility to enrol in school
It is important for schools to determine the eligibility of a student on enrolment as it establishes a 
student’s entitlement to an education and how the school will be funded to provide it.  

Students from overseas must be able to provide a school with evidence of their visa status. Please 
see Circular 2017/01 for information on determining eligibility to enrol for more information or 
contact your key contact person.

Contact details
Within our Tairāwhiti/Hawke’s Bay region we have 179 schools and kura and 360 early learning 
services, all with a range of contact people including principals, board chairs, centre managers, 
association leaders and kāhui ako leaders. Ensuring we have the latest contact details is 
important, especially when dealing with emergencies or sensitive issues. We regularly ask our 
staff to check these details when they are out on visits to ensure they’re as accurate as possible. 
Many of you would be surprised with the number of changes of names, mobile numbers and 
emails we need to process. 

Queries regarding payments
We are currently fielding a number of queries regarding what payments can be made by parents. 
Please refer to Circular 2018/01 [PDF] – a link at the end of this circular provides explicit clarity 
related to this and is a useful reference guide. 

Hawke’s Bay, Tairāwhiti | Claire Hague
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Reminder: Charter requirements for 2020
The School Charter and Analysis of Variance are legislated, public documents required by the 
Ministry by 1 March every year. The school charter plays a vital role in deciding and leading the 
future direction and performance of your school or kura.

The Analysis of Variance records the targets you set for the previous year and allows schools or 
kura to evaluate what has been achieved and details how you will be better placed to ensure all 
students can achieve educational success in the coming year. 

The key focus for your school or kura is improving student progress, achievement and wellbeing, 
particularly for those groups of students at risk of not achieving.

Our website provides the current planning and reporting requirements. A new planning 
and reporting framework will come into effect 1 January 2023 but until then the legislative 
requirements remain the same.

This link describes how to develop your planning and reporting documents to outline what your 
board intends to achieve for students, how you’ll do this and the progress you’ve made.

Your School Charter and Analysis of Variance needs to be submitted through the School Data 
Portal. If you would like any further assistance please contact your Ministry key contact person.

Incredible Years Parents Programme – Gisborne
We are doing a final call for places on the next Incredible Years Parents Programme, held in 
Gisborne starting 2 March. This programme is for parents of 3-8 year old children to develop 
positive family relationships, empower parents to make change and manage difficult behaviour. 

For more information please contact our Gisborne office on 06 869 1520, freephone 0508 656 565 
or email moe.gisborne@education.govt.nz

If you are interested, please complete the referral form [PDF].

As always, please feel free to email me at claire.hague@education.govt.nz or call 06 831 0667 if 
there is anything you’d like to discuss or if you have any good news stories you would like us to 
share.

Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou

Claire

mailto:iona.holsted%40education.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://www.education.govt.nz/school/ministry-bulletin-for-school-leaders-he-pitopito-korero/archives/
mailto:bulletin%40education.govt.nz?subject=Feedback
http://education.govt.nz/school/schools-planning-and-reporting/current-planning-and-reporting-requirements/
http://education.govt.nz/school/schools-planning-and-reporting/develop-and-prepare-your-documents/
http://education.govt.nz/school/schools-planning-and-reporting/submitting-your-documents/
http://education.govt.nz/school/schools-planning-and-reporting/submitting-your-documents/
mailto:moe.gisborne@education.govt.nz
https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2020-Bulletins/SchoolBulletinIssue123.RNHBT-IYPreferralfom.pdf
mailto:claire.hague@education.govt.nz


Email iona.holsted@education.govt.nz Contact us at bulletin@education.govt.nz

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback| ||  ||

ISSUE 123 | 17 FEBRUARY 2020

Critical need to know and action Heads up General Information Regional news Archives Send us feedback | ||  ||

Page 28

E rau rangatira mā tēnā koutou katoa

It has been a busy start of the year for us as I am sure it has been for you. 
Please remember our team is here to advise and support the work you are 
doing and are only a phone call or email away.

On 31 January, I accompanied Hon Chris Hipkins to the opening ceremony 
of the new buildings at Aotea College. The College underwent a significant 
redevelopment with 47 modern, flexible teaching spaces built. The rebuild is 
an excellent example of innovative design that aligns with the school’s vision 

for teaching and learning along with specialist facilities for science, technology, health, PE and 
performing arts. I was privileged to be a part of the culmination in what has been a long property 
project for the College and to see the wonderful result they have achieved.

L-R: Hon Kris Faafoi, Kate Gainsford (principal), Hon Chris Hipkins

Muaūpoko workshop
On 30 January, I attended the Muaūpoko Tribal Authority Incorporated workshop at Kohuturoa 
Marae along with 250+ educators from across the Levin basin. This was a fantastic opportunity to 
experience and learn from the local iwi about their history and what this means for tamariki and 
whānau in their rohe. Muaūpoko hosted a large group of teachers from across all sectors including 
early childhood, primary, intermediate and secondary.

We were welcomed onto the marae with a pōwhiri followed by Muaūpoko sharing their history 
and discussing the implications of this for education across the region. Collaboration for learning 
through a localised curriculum and future partnering with the iwi were discussed and shared. The 
health of Lake Horowhenua | Punahau was central to this conversation and opened up multiple 
avenues for further partnering and student/community/iwi involvement.

For Taitoko Kāhui Ako, the professional development from the day and its associated learning 
builds on their achievement challenge focus and continues to help nurture a shared understanding 
of what Māori achieving educational success as Māori looks like. 

Wellington | Roy Sye
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Big thank you to Di Rump (chief executive of the Muaūpoko Tribal Authority Incorporated) and 
Moira Campbell (lead principal, Taitoko Kāhui Ako, Levin North School) for a successful event. 
This is a great foundation to continue to build on the partnership between Muaūpoko, the kāhui 
ako, local schools and their wider community. 

                Powhiri on to Kohuturoa Marae                                   Muaūpoko sharing their history        
 
Kapanui School name change
During 2019, Kapanui School undertook extensive consultation with their community, including 
local iwi, on renaming the school Kapakapanui School. This reflects that Kapakapanui is the 
highest mountain overlooking Waikanae and is symbolically important to the school community. 
The board chair noted that aside from the name of a nearby street, Kapanui holds no meaning 
in either English or te reo Māori and appears to have come into use as it was easier for English 
speakers to pronounce than Kapakapanui. On 21 January, we formally approved the name change 
from Kapanui School to Kapakapanui School.

Professional Learning and Development
Here are the Wellington dates for receiving PLD proposal submissions:

Term 3 and Term 4 2020 dates are TBC. 

You can view the Wellington Area Allocation Panel here [PDF] and the Wellington Regional 
Priorities here [MSWord]. 

Māori Education Trust Scholarships
A reminder that scholarships are still open for secondary, undergraduate and postgraduate. 
Applications close 4.30pm Friday Paenga-whāwhā (April) 2020. View the application criteria at 
the Māori Education Trust site. 

Ngā Manaakitanga
Roy Sye, Director of Education for Wellington
roy.sye@education.govt.nz, Ph: 04 463 8668, Mobile: 027 836 4850

Term 1 2020 (27 January - 9 April)

6 MAR PLD Proposal submission deadline

26 MAR Area Allocation Panel moderation meeting
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Tēna koutou katoa

I trust you have had a good start to the term. It is great to be back out visiting 
schools, learning about your upcoming work and supporting you to achieve this.

Upcoming regional hui
As mentioned in the previous Bulletin, we are holding regional hui this term for 
principals and I would like to personally invite you to attend. The purpose of 
these hui is to keep you updated with current and emerging initiatives and seek 
to address what’s on top for you, as principals. I will be joined by a manager of 
learning support, education manager, strategic advisor Māori and infrastructure 

manager – a great opportunity for all involved to have valuable conversations. 

• 11 March, Regional Hui, 1pm - 4pm, Saxton Oval, Stoke

• 12 March, Regional Hui, 1.30pm - 4.30pm, Venue TBC Marlborough

• 18 March, Regional Hui, 1pm - 4pm The Ashley, Greymouth

If you have any queries about the hui, please contact my principal advisor Lydia Ireland on  
(03) 539 1533. Please RSVP Tina.Marshall@education.govt.nz by 9 March.

Toikuranui
In 2019 the Ministry, iwi and the three Rūnanga of NMWC met to focus on a kaupapa called 
Toikuranui that would contribute to strengthening educationally powerful connections for Māori 
learners and enabling them to participate, engage and achieve as Māori in the education system. 

Te Atiawa has a kaupapa called ‘Ngā rourou o Rongorongo’ this reflects the four pou similar to 
that of a tapawha model prioritising four areas: Whai Tangata, Whai Rawa, Whai Taumata and 
Whai Whanaunga. The iwi intent is to build iwi cultural capability, enabling all age groups to move 
as one bringing forth the fruits of Te Atiawatanga for future generations. The iwi has held various 
wānanga to strengthen their identity, hitori, karakia and whakapapa, while on the land and sea, 
visiting significant places to Te Atiawa.
 
Regional training for new online PLD system 
Thank you to the principals and PLD leads who responded to the invitation to attend the PLD 
training. The new online PLD system is due to go live later this month (date to be confirmed) 
and will replace the existing excel spreadsheet. Regional workshops will explain how the new 
system will work and give principals/PLD leads an opportunity to ask questions and clarify their 
understanding of the process: 
 
Monday 17 February: Maitahi Room, Nelson Ministry of Education, 9.30am - 11.30am 
Tuesday 18 February: Greymouth High School, 1pm - 3pm 

Please register your interest with Yvette.krohnisherwood@education.govt.nz. The closing date for 
submission of proposals for Term 1 is 13 March. Further supports are available on our website.

Ngā mihi, Derek Lucić, 027 605 2015
Derek.Lucic@education.govt.nz

Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast | Derek Lucić
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Kia ora

On Saturday we mark the anniversary of the devastating earthquake that 
changed our lives forever. This is an important day for us to reflect and look at 
how far we have come. We have been on an astonishing journey and faced 
many challenges.

The work that has taken place to get to this point would not have been possible 
without the support and vision of our schools; your leadership and strength is 
why we have achieved so much to date. Operating schools during so much 

change and major redevelopments isn’t easy so thank you for the amazing job you have done 
minimising disruptions for students and staff. Our main priority is supporting you, please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have concerns.

I would also like to express thanks to the parents, family and whānau and the wider communities 
that support our schools, so much of what they do often goes unseen but is greatly appreciated. 
 
Civic Service 
The ninth anniversary of the 22 February 2011 earthquake will be marked with a public civic 
service at the Oi Manawa Canterbury Earthquake National Memorial. The service begins at 
12.30pm, Saturday 22 February, on the north bank of the Memorial site, on the corner of Montreal 
Street and Cambridge Terrace in the central city.

Parkview Pārua School
It was an exciting first day of term for students at Parkview 
Pārua School as they celebrated the opening of their new 
building. It includes 10 teaching spaces and I had the 
privilege of touring them following the opening ceremony. 

A considerable amount of work goes into a redevelopment 
project and I congratulate everyone for their hard work 
that ensured this project’s success. 

The new building supports their teaching and learning 
programmes and will serve their community for many 
years to come.

Reflecting one year on from 15 March 
Our Muslim community taught us so much about tolerance and understanding when they opened 
their doors for us to grieve with them following the tragic events of 15 March last year. 

The one year anniversary of the shootings at the Linwood and Al Noor mosques, and how we 
honour the 51 people who lost their lives, those who were injured and their families, will be 
different for everyone. As we take time for remembrance and reflection we need to be mindful 

Canterbury, Chatham Islands | Coralanne Child

Principal Simon Thomas assisting students 
cut the ribbon as part of the ceremony 
celebrating the opening of their new building
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of Muslim beliefs, customs and traditions where commemorating an anniversary of a death and 
demonstrative occasions is not normally observed. 

In that regard, should you want to do something you may consider messages affirming values of 
diversity, peace and respect to your school community. You might also have students attending 
Friday prayers at their mosque on 13 March that need extra care at this time. Where you have 
students and families directly or indirectly affected by the tragedy in your school community, we 
suggest you discuss with them what would be appropriate for families. 

The events will forever be in our memories and it will continue to be a tough journey for those 
directly and indirectly affected. It is especially important to keep an eye out for students who may 
need additional support. 

Thank you again to our school leaders and especially our teachers who play a crucial role 
supporting student wellbeing.

Useful resources 

• Ministry of Education tips and resources supporting recovery and wellbeing

• Canterbury Resilience Hub connecting us to the support we need during tough times

• Leading Lights localised guidance for educators and supporting services

• NEED TO TALK? Free text or call 1737 any time for support from a trained counsellor.

• As always please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns.

Wellbeing in Education NZ conference
Christchurch, 2 – 4 April

Always lively, evidence-based and practical with an outstanding line up of international and home-
grown experts with wellbeing wisdom to share. Each session is designed to enable attendees to 
take what they learn into the classroom and schools the next week. 

The support of educators from across New Zealand has made this conference hugely successful 
over the past three years.

Take a look at the programmes on the Wellbeing in Education New Zealand Conference website. 

Zoning status for roll returns 
Zoning status data submitted through schools’ roll returns plays a critical role in planning for 
Canterbury’s growth, and we appreciate your support in ensuring this data is accurate. Zoning 
status only applies to state schools with an approved enrolment scheme. A student’s zoning status 
shows whether zoning status applies to a student and whether the student lived inside or outside 
the school’s zone at time of enrolment (or has since moved into the zone). Schools can choose 
from three codes when setting a student’s zoning status:
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Code Name Description

INZN In zone Student lived in school zone at any time after first 
attendance date

OUTZ Out of zone Student lives outside the school’s zone

NAPP Not applicable School does not have a zone, or zoning status doesn’t 
apply to the student, for instance: students enrolled prior 
to the zone’s establishment; international students.

Schools using a student management system (SMS) should be able to enter whether the school 
has an enrolment scheme and the date the scheme was effective from. Your SMS should 
automatically default your students to ‘not applicable’ (NAPP) if you do not have an enrolment 
scheme.

Further information (including a flow chart) can be found in the 2019 School Roll Return Guidelines 
[PDF] (page 60-61). 

Mana Ake – Stronger for Tomorrow
Mana Ake - Stronger for Tomorrow provides mental health and wellbeing support for children aged 
five to 12 years old across Canterbury. 

A reminder that the Canterbury Clinical Network website has resources to include up to date 
messages, contacts and information for parents. 

Education Gazette

Learning Support Delivery Model in action
Congratulations to all those involved in the recently featured article about their effective safety net 
for their schools and community based on longstanding relationships and the Learning Support 
Delivery Model.  Read the full article here

Property 

Introducing Sandra Orr, Regional Infrastructure Manager, Southern 
Sandra recently arrived in Christchurch on secondment as Regional Infrastructure Manager, 
Southern, filling in for Simon Cruickshank while he is on secondment with the Capital Works team, 
in a national role, as Programme Manager, Minor Works. Sandra has been with the Ministry for 15 
years based in Auckland, and in recent times as Regional Infrastructure Manager, Northern.  She 
is excited to be in the South Island to work with the property team and schools across the three 
education regions.  

Property initiatives
This year started with some exciting property initiatives and we will be contacting schools to assist 
with these.  This includes the School Investment Package, accommodation for Learning Support 
Co-ordinators (LSC) and an opportunity for schools to apply for funding from the Sustainability 
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Contestable Fund.  We have held consultants forums to provide policy and process information 
on each of these initiatives to help schools progress the projects in a timely manner. All of these 
initiatives have timeframes and we would like to see funding for the School Investment Package 
spent within two years, and the LSC projects completed as soon as possible in order for LSC staff 
to be accommodated. 

Contacting the team 
Many of you will know Gill Maher, Infrastructure Manager, who leads our Canterbury Infrastructure 
Advisory Service team. In line with our regional and national priorities, Gill will be working closely 
with the property advisors to ensure we have regular engagement with all schools, and that you 
feel supported to address property issues. For the schools under the CSR programme, we will 
continue to work alongside the delivery manager assigned to your school. 

If you have any questions about property, including how the LSC will be accommodated and the 
process, please contact your property advisor, Gill Maher or Sandra Orr.   

As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss any ideas or issues. 

You can always call me on 03 378 7345, 0274 200 251 or email me. I look forward to hearing from 
you.

Enjoy this fortnight’s bulletin. 

Mā te wā
Coralanne Child
Director of Education for Canterbury | Chatham Islands
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Kia ora koutou and warm Pasifika greetings

We have had a busy fortnight with highs such as our local Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
celebrations and the opening of Te Kura o Take Kārara, and some challenging 
lows with the flooding through Southland, particularly Gore and Mataura, and 
parts of West and South Otago.

To those schools affected, thank you for promptly notifying us and for your 
collaborative problem solving approach. A particular thanks to Annie Nielson 
and Kim Scott for your coordination across the Eastern Southland and Lower 

Mataura Valley Kāhui Ako. 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi celebrations 
This year celebrations were held at Ōtākou marae, with representation from Onuku (Christchurch) 
and Murihiku (Southland). The wero accepted by the Minister of Health David Clark on behalf of 
the government and manuhiri was followed by a stunning karanga and speeches. 

This year’s focus was on Te Hereka Waka, the arrival of people’s ancestors to Aotearoa with 
speeches about key chiefs who signed the Treaty and their leadership at the time. One of the chief 
signatories from Onuku had jumped on a boat in the 1830s and spent two years in Bordeaux, 
France, as well as England and Germany, and could speak two te reo Māori dialects as well as 
German, French and English. His intellectual prowess was noted by English officers at the time of 
signing. The community at Ruapuke Island and the vital role it played in early trade in the region 
was also discussed. 

The lunchtime kai was stunning with crayfish, muttonbird, whitebait and smoked fish. Almost as 
good as the usual offerings at Bluff, Awarua!

Opening of Te Kura o Take Kārara
Christina Young and I were privileged to attend the first morning at our newest school, Te Kura 
o Take Kārara, on 3 February. Foundation Principal Jodie Howard, the Establishment Board 
and staff welcomed over 100 new students and their families to the new school at Three Parks 
subdivision, in Wanaka. Representatives from Ngāi Tahu supported the Board and whānau.  

After initial greetings, a walk through the school allowed students and whānau to familiarise 
themselves with the environment. The group then gathered in the multi-purpose space for 
speeches, waiata, karakia and kai before students joined their teachers in the flexible learning 
spaces.

The staff have spent considerable time ensuring the indoor learning spaces meet the needs of all 
students and are looking forward to working with them in the different environments.  

Te Kura o Take Karara’s vision is ‘nurturing learners to navigate pathways for the future’, with the 

Otago, Southland | Julie Anderson
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core value being ‘You Matter’. Sustainability, wellbeing and being courageous in learning are key 
ideas reflected in the school’s strategic plan and curriculum development.

Congratulations to the Establishment Board, Jodie and the staff for the work that has gone into 
developing strong connections with the new school community and getting the school ready for 
teaching and learning in a short period of time.  

Contact Mataara in an emergency
Most of you will be aware of Mataara, our new school and ECE emergency mass contact tool that 
allows us to quickly text you in the event of an emergency in your area (such as a fire, flood or 
earthquake). You can then reply by text letting us know your school’s status.  

Mataara collates this information so we can plan a response to help you, and provide useful 
information to other agencies such as the police and Civil Defence.

The system was used for the flooding in Southland and South Otago – our first time using it in a 
real event. Thank you to those who responded; we were pleased with the response rate and your 
feedback and queries will improve our follow up. As with any new system, we are refining the 
process and have noted a few key reminders below:

• You can update your status the same day, so if you respond you are open but later decide to 
close you can send an additional reply to the original text so we know you are closed and can 
contact you if you need help.

• Texting you are closed is now sufficient information to generate an emergency closure letter – 
we will send this to you a week or so following the event. No additional notification from you is 
needed.

• If an event continues over several days, we will send a new text each day. 

• Mataara is free for you to use. Messages are sent from 8707 and are only used by the 
Ministry. An email will also be sent to your emergency contact email and any reply to this will 
also be recorded in the system.

We will run another test in March – the message will start with “TEST: This is a message from 
the Ministry of Education” followed by instructions to respond. Please respond accordingly as this 
will give us a good idea of coverage, and we will follow up with those that don’t respond over the 
following week. We’ll also use this test to ensure our 2020 contacts have all been successfully 
updated.

If your information needs updating, please contact your education advisor.  

Please contact me if you have any questions or ideas to discuss.

Ngā mihi mahana
Julie
Email: julie.anderson@education.govt.nz Direct Dial: 03 471 5217, Cell: 027 836 4846
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Events
19 FEB Scholarship of Technology Enhanced Learning Symposium, Auckland

29 FEB NZAEE Seaweek

14-15 MAR Pasifika Festival, Auckland

16-17 APR New Zealand Primary Schools Teachers Conference

23 APR NZAI National Seminar 2020

18-22 MAY Bullying-Free NZ Week 2020
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