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Tena koe  

Thank you for writing to the Ministry of Education on 15 October 2019, to request information about 
student assaults on school staff. On 23 October, you agreed to clarify your request as follows: 

• the total number of school students who were stood down, suspended, excluded or
expelled for physically assaulting school staff nationwide in the last five years.

o Please break this down by region, year level and position of staff member if
possible.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

All students and staff deserve to feel safe at school. We take any threats of violence seriously, and 
most schools have clear policies and procedures in place to manage this type of unacceptable 
behaviour. 

The definition of physical assault on staff can represent both intentional and unintentional harm, for 
example, students being unable to manage their emotions. The severity of incidents can vary, for 
example throwing a ball at a teacher or kicking and biting them. 

Stand downs, suspensions, exclusions and expulsions 

A stand-down is the removal of a student for a period of up to five days in a school term, where the 
decision is made by the Principal. A student may only be stood-down for a total of 1 O school days in 
a year. 

Stand-downs can offer an opportunity to reduce tension and reflect on the action which led to the 
stand-down. Used appropriately, a stand-down can be a positive mechanism for preventing 
escalation. However, its use should be part of a proactive approach and should be kept to a minimum 
due to the disruption to student's learning which is inherent in the mechanism. 

A suspension is the formal removal of a student from a state or state-integrated school on a 
temporary basis until the school Board of Trustees (the Board) decides the final outcome at a 
meeting. The Board can then either: 

• lift the suspension (with or without conditions),
• extend the suspension, or
• exclude the student (if under 16) or expel the student (if aged 16 years or over).

Exclusions and expulsions are subsets of suspension where an enrolment is terminated. If the 
student is under 16 years old, the board may decide to exclude the student from the school, with the 
requirement that the student enrols elsewhere. 
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